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Back to the Future

The Past, Present and Future of
Resource Development in a Changing
Arctic

ABSTRACT In 2007 a Russian flag was placed on the seafloor at the North Pole
to mark the Russian United Nation Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNC-
1.08) territorial claim on the slope of the continental shelf in the Arctic Ocean.
This activity drew the attention of the world to the North Pole region and the
resources expected to be found there. It also made clear that a new race for the
natural resources in the North Pole region was at the point of beginning. This
article will discuss the relation between climate change, resource development
and geopolitics. It will place recent political events in a historical context and
will finish by considering some future political developments.
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Introduction

On 28 July 2007 on television all over the world, the Russian politi-
cian Artur Chilingarov could be seen holding a photograph of a Rus-
sian flag.! This flag was placed on the sea floor at the North Pole to
mark the Russian United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS) territorial claim on the slope of the continental shelf in
the Arctic Ocean. By doing this, he continued a tradition of more than
four hundred years and showed that not so much has changed in the
global political arena since the heyday of Western European explora-
tion and exploitation of the Arctic. As early as the end of the sixteenth
century, flags and arms were planted to mark the possession of a place.
In this way, Dutch and English explorers marked their discoveries in the
Arctic in order to claim potential resources, but they did more. They
also mapped and named characteristic parts of the newly discovered
land. Two seventeenth century paintings are known depicting the same














































